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Forty days have passed since Easter in which the 

liturgy showed us the core of the Christian faith: 

Christ, dead and risen, appeared to his apostles and 

they testified to the ends of the earth that He is alive 

and glorious. Ascension fulfills the mystery of Easter: 

the risen Jesus returns to the Father as the incarnate 

and glorified Word. Jesus is sitting at the right of the 

Father as we proclaim in the Creed every liturgy: "He 

has risen to heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father".  

The Ascension of the Lord also celebrates the tri-

umph of humanity in Christ, the definitive and ulti-

mate truth for those who believe in him. Jesus is the 

Mediator between God and men; He did not separate 

himself from our human condition, but Jesus, the Son, 

 preceded us in the eternal abode, to give us the 

serene trust that where He is, head and firstborn, 

we will also be his members, united in the same 

glory. Jesus brings our humanity to Heaven, our 

humanity is divinized. In the risen Jesus and as-

cended to Heaven, we contemplate what will also 

be our final goal. Today's feast teaches us that we 

were not created for this land, but for Heaven. On-

ly there will our hearts find true peace. Down here 

there will always be something to suffer for, and 

this, God allows it to make us desire Heaven even 

more ardently. 

The mission of the Son of God is accomplished 

and the time of his visible presence among men is 

also accomplished and He returns to the Father. In 

Jerusalem with the Ascension the personal story of 

Jesus ended; a new journey began from Jerusalem, 

no longer than Jesus alone, but of Jesus and his 

Church. Jesus ascended to heaven leaving the mis-

sion of the Gospel to the disciples and the commu-

nity of the faithful. This community is not, and 

will never be 'perfect' as we could imagine it. We 

disciples, we Church, we men and women are as 

we are, and the extraordinary thing is that we con-

tinue to be loved by God just like that; God's faith-

fulness will manifest itself forever to these incom-

plete, unfaithful and poor disciples. Today more 

than ever the call of Christ to be missionaries and 

evangelizers resounds, to testify in words and 

deeds the hope of the glorious return of the Risen 

Christ. 
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

Sun. May 24: Sunday after Ascension (Lit p 396) 

Liturgy for all Men and Women who died while 

serving in the U.S. Military 

Liturgy for Ray Mabarak, by Joseph Hazkial 

Liturgy for Huda Youssef, by Sami Makhoul 

Liturgy for all parishioners intentions 
 

Wed. May 27: Seventh week of the Resurrection 

Liturgy for Ray Mabarak, by Ed & Therese O’Brian 

Liturgy for Michel El Khoury, by Sami Makhoul 
 

Sun. May 31: Pentecost Sunday (Lit p 406) 

Liturgy for deceased members of the Jabbour 

Family, by Carlos Jabbour 

Liturgy for Ray Mabarak, by Joe & Elaine Michael  

BREAD AND WINE 

Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host and 

Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting dona-

tions from three different families each month.  

 Bread and Wine for the month of May 2020, in lov-

ing memory of Wadia and Mary Abi Samra, and 

Peter Michael , by the Faddoul Family  

 Bread and Wine for the month of May 2020, in lov-

ing memory of Nabil Matar, by John & Samira Ma-

tar  

 Bread and Wine for the month of May 2020, in lov-

ing memory of Sarkis Douaihy and Josephine 

Chibani, by Joseph & Mirna Douaihy  

Donation by mail $ 2,210 

Online Donation  $ 670 

Thank you for all who support St Maron during 

this difficult time. You can support the Church 

by mail or through our website donating online  

www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I de-

sire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spirit-

ually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were al-

ready there and unite myself wholly to You. Never per-

mit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

(Our father… Hail Mary… Glory be) 

STAYING HOME LET US READ OUR BIBLE 

Sunday May 24 

 Eph 1:15-23   Jn13:31-35  

Monday May 25 

 Eph 4:1-13   Jn 12:20-25  

Tuesday May 26 

  Eph 4:17-24   Jn 12:26-30  

Wednesday May 27 

   Eph 4:25-32   Jn 12:31-36  

Thursday May 28  

  Eph 5:1-7   Jn 12:37-43  

Friday May 29 

  Eph 5:8-21   Mk 12:28-34  

Saturday May 30 

 Eph 6:10-20, 23-24  Mt 5:43-48  

LIVE STREAMING 

DAILY ROSARY 7 PM 

WEDNESDAY LITURGY 7 PM 

SUNDAY LITURGY 11 AM 

May’s Prayer Intention 
 

Remember, O Lord, your children suffering from 

fear and threatened by epidemic. Give us the peace 

you gave your disciples on the day you rose from 

the dead. Heal everyone infected, guide and protect 

the medical community who care for them. Accept 

our repentance and have mercy on us. We pray to 

you, O Lord. 

“The family that prays  

together  

stays together” 

https://www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online
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APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION SIGNUM MAGNUM  (IV) 
DEVOUT IMITATION OF THE VIRTUES OF THE MOST HOLY MARY 

 

4. Marian message of invitation to prayer, penance and the fear of God. 

And then a message of supreme utility seems today to reach the faithful from her who is the Im-

maculate, the holy, the cooperator of the Son in the work of restoration of supernatural life in 

souls. In fact, in devoutly contemplating Mary they draw from her a stimulus for trusting prayer, 

a spur to the practice of penance and to the holy fear of God. Likewise, it is in this Marian eleva-

tion that they more often hear echoing the words with which Jesus Christ announced the advent of 

the Kingdom of heaven: "Repent and believe in the Gospel"; and His severe admonition: "Unless 

you repent you will all perish in the same manner." 

Therefore, impelled by love and by the wish to placate God for the offenses against His sanctity 

and His justice and, at the same time, moved by trust in His infinite mercy, we must bear the suf-

ferings of the spirit and of the body that we may expiate our sins and those of our fellow beings 

and so avoid the twofold penalty or "harm" and of "sense," that is to say, the loss of God--the su-

preme good--and eternal fire. 

 

5. Christ Himself indicates the Mother as the model of the Church. 

What must stimulate the faithful even more to follow the examples of the most holy Virgin is the 

fact that Jesus Himself, by giving her to us as our Mother, has tacitly indicated her as the model 

to be followed. It is, in fact, a natural thing that the children should have the same sentiments of 

their mothers and should reflect their merits and virtues. Therefore, as each one of us can repeat 

with St. Paul: "The Son of God loved me and gave Himself up for me," so in all trust he can be-

lieve that the divine Savior has left to him also, in spiritual heritage, His Mother, with all the 

treasures of grace and virtues with which He had endowed her, that she may pour them over us 

through the influence of her powerful intercession and our willing imitation. This is why St. Ber-

nard rightly affirms: "Coming to her the Holy Spirit filled her with grace for herself; when the 

same Spirit pervaded her again she became superabundant and redounding in grace for us also." 

 

6. The history of the Church is always illumined by the edifying presence of Mary. 

From what we have been illustrating in the light of the holy Gospel and of Catholic tradition, it 

appears evident that the spiritual motherhood of Mary transcends space and time and belongs to 

the universal history of the Church, since she has always been present in the Church with her ma-

ternal assistance. Likewise the meaning of the affirmation appears clear, which is so often repeat-

ed: our era may well be called the Marian era. In fact, if it is true that, by an exalted grace of the 

Lord, the providential role of the most holy Mary in the history of salvation has been more deeply 

understood by the vast strata of the Christian people, this, however, should not lead us to believe 

that in past ages we had no intuition whatever of this truth or that future ones will ignore it. In 

truth, all periods of the Church's history have benefited and will benefit from the maternal pres-

ence of the Mother of God because she will remain always indissolubly joined to the mystery of 

the Mystical Body, of whose Head it was written: "Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday and to-

day, yes, and forever." 


