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September 29, 2020 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Greetings and Peace! 
 
The Catholic Church in the United States observes October as Respect Life Month. This is a time 
to focus on God’s gift of human life and the responsibility each of us has to care, protect, and 
defend the lives of others. The theme this year is “Live the Gospel of Life” in commemoration of 
the 25th Anniversary of St. Pope John Paul II’s landmark pro-life encyclical Evangelium vitae 
(The Gospel of Life). As Pope John Paul articulated, the unborn, the elderly, the disabled, and the 
marginalized all have the right to life.  
 
As Catholics, we value the culture of life. We define our humanity in relation with God Who 
created us in His likeness and image. Life is sacred as it is a precious and beautiful gift from 
God. Just imagine if our parents chose to abort us, we would not be here. We need to pass the 
gift of life to the next generation. The right to life is unalienable and we derive it from God Who 
is the source of our dignity as the human person.  
 
We must also recognize that we live in a world that promotes a culture of death. The crisis of 
faith leads to the denial of God. In the absence of God, life becomes something man believes he 
owns and has a right to end. In this type of culture, the human person is evaluated in terms of 
function and usefulness and there is a detachment from God. Instead of life being precious and 
protected, it becomes a commodity threatened by abortion and euthanasia. 
 
Despite the challenges, there are pathways to building a culture of life. Prayer is especially 
important because it is the foundation for promoting the culture of life. Let us keep praying for 
the gift of life from the womb to the tomb, that all people and all governments respect life as a 
gift from God. Pray and assist in any way you can. The family is also critical as it cultivates 
virtues, teaches the dignity of life, and promotes life. In Christ, the Gospel of life is proclaimed.  
 
I ask you to pray, reflect, promote, and live the Gospel of Life. 
 
With my sincere best wishes and prayers, I remain 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
+A. Elias Zaidan 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles 
 


