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Cleansing of The Leper 

March 01, 2020 

The Gospel this Sunday confronts us with the 

difficulties, which we often have, in accepting the dif-

ferent, in welcoming those who have been classified, 

by culture, tradition or personal prejudice, a person to 

avoid in order not to be "contaminated" in our re-

spectability, or sometimes in our interests. The Gos-

pel presents us with the problem of social marginali-

zation that still exists in the world today. Jesus has 

compassion on the leper who presented himself to 

him and ask him to purify him. In Jesus' time, lepers 

had to live outside the villages, alone, dressed in a 

certain way, with their faces covered and shouting 

constantly: Impure, impure! in order to be avoided. 

Jesus tells us that a religious law that, in defer-

ence to God, marginalizes the most unfortunate men 

is unthinkable. We do not find the true intentions of 

God in the old text of Leviticus, but in the action of 

Jesus who does not tolerate these exclusions. Mark 

describes this anger at the scene of the leper who begs 

him on his knees.  

With his gesture, compromising in the face of 

the official legalistic mentality that prohibited con-

tact with the leper, Jesus shows that God's will is 

no longer the barrier of the pure and the impure, 

but the recovery of the excluded. He makes a ges-

ture prohibited by law: "He stretched out his hand 

and touched the leper." In this way he declares the 

law fallen, stating that the new law is that of love, 

which prevails above all others. For this he will be 

considered a dangerous man, and therefore to be 

marginalized, up to the death sentence, which will 

take place "outside the walls" of the city. 

The leper has no name, as often happens in 

other healings, we can therefore see in him every 

human being, including us, in need of deep heal-

ing. Pure and unclean division is a human law, but 

it makes no sense to God! The leper was not only 

sick in the skin, he was above all in the heart, and 

with him all those who continue to separate, dis-

tinguish and put walls between people are also 

sick. Here then is the suggestion that today's Word 

of God leaves us: to be like Jesus who is not afraid 

to touch, to empathize with those we judge or who 

are judged "different" or "uncomfortable", that is, 

the poor, the marginalized, the people in difficulty 

who ask us for help, the foreigners, to carry out 

the project of love that God has towards his crea-

tures. The only law for the Christian is the law of 

love.  
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

Sun. March 1: Cleansing of the Leper  (Lit p 196) 

 

• 9:30 am [Lector: Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for our parishioners intentions 

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Donna Deeby 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for Raymond Mabarak  

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Tony & Beline Obeid 

Liturgy for our parishioners intentions 

NEXT WEEK 

Sun. March 8: Healing of the Hemorrhaging 

woman (Lit p 207) 

 

• 9:30 am [Lector: Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Raymond Mabarak 

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by David & Ida Johns 

Liturgy for Mariam Nimri, by Amal Shaer 

Liturgy for Fayez and Nader Shaer, by Amal Shaer 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Kozhaya & Therese 

Sfeir 

Liturgy for all people suffering from poverty and 

illness 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Christ's human will  

Similarly, at the sixth ecumenical council, Constan-

tinople III in 681, the Church confessed that Christ 

possesses two wills and two natural operations, divine 

and human. They are not opposed to each other, but 

cooperate in such a way that the Word made flesh 

willed humanly in obedience to his Father all that he 

had decided divinely with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit for our salvation. Christ's human will "does not 

resist or oppose but rather submits to his divine and 

almighty will." 

Christ's true body 

 Since the Word became flesh in assuming a true 

humanity, Christ's body was finite. Therefore the hu-

man face of Jesus can be portrayed; at the seventh ecu-

menical council (Nicaea II in 787) the Church recog-

nized its representation in holy images to be legitimate. 

At the same time the Church has always acknowl-

edged that in the body of Jesus "we see our God 

made visible and so are caught up in love of the God 

we cannot see." The individual characteristics of 

Christ's body express the divine person of God's 

Son. He has made the features of his human body his 

own, to the point that they can be venerated when 

portrayed in a holy image, for the believer "who ven-

erates the icon is venerating in it the person of the 

one depicted". 

MARRIAGE BANNS 

Third Marriage Banns between   

Peter Souaid and Lisa Shammas 

Alex Agbay IV  

Anthony Sader 

Fadi Francis 

Georges Ghafari 

Hassib Dagher  

John Matar 

Joseph Douaihy 

Robert Gilmore 

Rudy Jabbour  

Sami Makhoul  

Tonine Cowper 

Viva Nsair Geara 

Remon Safadi 

The Candidates for Parish Council Election 

(March 1

st

, 2020) 

by alphabetical order 

Second Collection on Sunday Mar. 01, 2020  

For Charity Appeal 
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 Collection Sunday February 23, 2020 

BREAD AND WINE 

 Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host and 

Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting do-

nations from three different families each month.  

• Bread and Wine for the month of March  

2020, in loving memory of Bryan, Kevin, 

and Jason Faddoul, by the Faddoul Family  

• Bread and Wine for the month of March 

2020, in loving memory of Elie Abousleiman, 

by Anwar and Christelle Abousleiman  

• Bread and Wine for the month of March 

2020, for Special Intention, by Jean & 

Samira Matar  

EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT 

7 PM STATIONS AND PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 

Followed by a Potluck dinner   

(sign up sheet in the hall) 

 And then Bible Study  

We extend our deepest Condolences to the family of  

RAYMOND MABARAK 

who passed peacefully on February 17, 2020, and 

was buried from St Maron Church on Friday 

February 28, 2020. 

 May his soul rest in peace. He will be missed. 

Collection  

 

$ 1,724 

Candles 

$ 327 

Coffee and donuts 

$ 79 

Congratulations to Mazen and Iliriana Daaibes for 

their new blessing, and welcome Salwa Marie to our 

parish as our youngest member. God bless! 

Easter Lily Plants and Spring Bulbs 2020  

 

($25 each) 

 

In Memory of:               Circle One                PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

In Thanksgiving: 

 

For: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Donated By:         

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Return with payment to the office OR put in collection basket by March 22, 2020 

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - -  
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Eddie O’Brien
248.854.2876
Ed O’Brien
313.378.0253
www.2EdsRealty.com

543 Main Street
Rochester, MI 48307
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

2 Eds Realty Team
Two Eds Are Better Than One!

2EdsRealty@gmail.com

Paul R. Calcaterra

The Service You Deserve From The Neighbors You Trust 
Our services include: 
- Free same day delivery 
- Compounding (including veterinary) 
- Immunizations 
- Auto Injury & Worker's Compensation 
- Free blister packaging 
- Bilingual pharmacist available 
- Private counseling, medication review, 
 and side effect management 
*Chaldean Aramaic

Specialized veterinary 
compounding: 

- Includes customized flavors, 
doses, and delivery methods 

43337 Schoenherr Rd, Sterling Heights, MI 48313 
P. 586-697-3877 • www.dalcomarx.com

Elie Bejjani, Attorney and Real Estate Broker

313.757.0036
WWW.BEJJANILAW.COM

Clinton Villa  
 Affordable, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments in Clinton Township 

ClintonVilla.org  (586) 792-0358

1-800-VERHEYDEN 1-800-837-4393
www.verheyden.org

warren
detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

“The Same 
Always to All”

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

(586) 726-4823

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
53950 Van Dyke Avenue
48801 Romeo Plank

313-344-4100
5555 Conner Street, Floor 4, Detroit, MI 48213

We are       BuildingWebsitesPlus
a microbusiness helping small businesses
build better websites plus SEO content.

Check us out @ www.BuildingWebsitesPlus.com
Call Dan @ 248-860-6259 or Chris @ 248-897-2740

Joe A. Ghanem
Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley
130 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
313-642-5909
joe.ghanem@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC
CRC2884356 01/20

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans

Financial Planning

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work


